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LOCATION - Pinal County, near the Town of Mammoth

The San Pedro River ecosystem has earned The Nature
Conservancy’s designation as one of “The Last Great
Places on Earth.” The 3,073-acre 7B Ranch includes
approximately seven miles of the Lower San Pedro River.
The property is used by many migrating bird species and
boasts one of the largest mesquite bosques in the Southwest.



7B RANCH

The San Pedro River flows north from its headwaters
in the Mexican state of Sonora for 140 miles before
joining the Gila River in southeastern Arizona. It is
one of the last major undammed rivers in the Southwest.
In November 1988, Congress designated 40 miles and
58,000 acres of the upper San Pedro corridor as the
San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area
(SPRNCA). In addition to the SPRNCA, more than
150,000 acres along the lower and middle sections
of the San Pedro watershed are also protected in
preserves and conservation areas.

The San Pedro corridor is one of the most important
riparian habitats in the Sonoran and Chihuahuan
deserts, with more than 390 species of birds and
a highly diversified mammal population. Public
acquisition and protection of the non-federal 7B
parcel would expand the conservation acreage along
the river’s northern corridor, providing important

habitat protection in the critical lower reaches of the
San Pedro.

KEY BENEFITS
OF ACQUISITION

Approximately seven miles of the San Pedro
River and its riparian corridor, this reach
includes 811 acres of a relic, high-quality
mesquite bosque extending approximately three
miles along the east side of the river. This bosque,
believed to be one of the largest remaining in the
Southwest, is especially important based on its
age, resistance to disturbance and resilient
vegetation assemblages.

Deep in the bosque, a free-flowing artesian spring
creates a rare wetland populated by lowland
leopard frogs, nesting birds and native fish. This
area has been recognized by the Tucson Audubon
Society and BirdLife International as an
“Important Bird Area.”

Potential habitat is present for a number of
federally-listed threatened, endangered, proposed
and candidate species, including the cactus
ferruginous pygmy owl, the southwestern willow
flycatcher, the yellow-billed cuckoo and the Gila
topminnow.
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